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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-9 and 18-22 in the reply filed on 
June 14, 2004 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 10-17 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on June 14, 2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1,18, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent Number 6,049,796 issued to Siitonen et al (hereafter Siitonen). 

Referring to claim 1 , Siitonen discloses a method for sending data ('sending of E- 
mail messages', Abstract; col. 2, lines 15-29) using a communications device ('personal 
digital assistant (PDA)', Abstract; Fig. 1, elements 10a-b; Field of Invention; col. 2, lines 
15-29; Fig. 2A-B), comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/056,921 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2163 

- creating a data file for sending using said communications device ('E-mail or 
message' created by user using keyboard of PDA, col. 6, lines 59-67; Fig. 
2B); • 

- retrieving at least one destination address from a user's personal database 
stored remotely from said communications device for sending said data file to 
said at least one address (E-mail addresses are retrieved from a remote 
contact database, col. 2, lines 38-45; col. 4, lines 38-46, 52-56; col. 4, line 63- 
col. 5, line 2; see Fig. 1, elements 1 1 and 18; Fig. 5B); and 

- sending said data file to said at least one destination address (col. 6, line 59- 
col. 7, line 18; Fig. 5B). 

Referring to claim 18, Siitonen discloses a system for sending data ('sending of 
E-mail messages', Abstract; col. 2, lines 15-29) from a communications device 
('personal digital assistant (PDA)', Abstract; Fig. 1, elements 10a-b; Field of Invention; 
col. 2, lines 15-29; Fig. 2A-B) to a location defined by data in a user's personal database 
('contact database' contains E-mail addresses to which the E-mail messages are sent, 
Fig. 1 , elements 1 1 and 18; col. 2, lines 38-45; col. 4, lines 38-46, 52-56; col. 4, line 63- 
col. 5, line 2; Fig. 5B), comprising: 

- a communications device ('personal digital assistant (PDA)', Abstract; Fig. 1, 
elements 10a-b; Field of Invention; col. 2, lines 15-29; Fig. 2A-B) for sending 
data ('sending of E-mail messages', Abstract; col. 2, lines 15-29; col. 6, lines 
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59-69) to at least one specified address (col. 6, line 69 -col. 7, line 2; see Fig. 
5B); and 

- means for accessing a personal database stored remotely from said 

communications device to retrieve the at least one specified address (E-mail 
addresses are retrieved from a remote contact database, col. 2, lines 38-45; 
col. 4, lines 38-46, 52-56; col. 4, line 63- col. 5, line 2; see Fig. 1 , elements 1 1 
and 18; Fig. 5B). 

Referring to claim 23, Siitonen discloses that the communications device is an 
imaging device (see 'PDA display screen', Fig. 1, element 3; Fig. 2A-B). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Siitonen as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Patent Number 6,304,898 
issued to Shiigi. 
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Referring to claims 2-4, Siitonen discloses all of the above claimed subject matter 
and also discloses: 

- accessing a personal database of said user (claim 2)(col. 4, line 63- col. 5, 
line 2; col. 6, line 59 - col. 7, line 5). 

However Siitonen remains silent as to: 

- identification of a user of said communications device (claim 2); 

- logging onto a server for hosting a storage media for storing said personal 
database of said user, retrieving data from said personal database of said 
user, and displaying said retrieved data to said user through said 
communications device (claim 3); and 

- connecting to said server using the Internet (claim 4). 



However, Shiigi teaches analogous art that includes: 

- identification of a user of a communications device (claim 2)('user 
authentication 1 , col. 4, lines 32-34; 'PDAs', col. 3, lines 49-55); 

- logging onto a server for hosting a storage media for storing a personal 
database of said user, retrieving data from said personal database of said 
user, and displaying said retrieved data to said user through said 
communications device (claim 3)(col. 4, lines 25-42 and 63-65); 

- connecting to said server using the Internet (claim 4)(col. 3, lines 35-39). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify Siitonen to include user identification of a 
communications device, logging onto a server storing a personal database, retrieving 
and displaying said retrieved data, and connecting to said server using the Internet, as 
taught by Shiigi. 

The ordinary skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Siitonen per 
the above for the purpose of allowing users to compose, store, send, receive and view a 
handwritten or handdrawn message through Internet connected devices (Shiigi, col. 2, 
lines 7-14). 

5. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Siitonen as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Shiigi. 

Referring to claim 5, Siitonen discloses all of the above claimed subject matter 
and also discloses: 

- selecting at least one destination address from said user's personal database 
with said communications device (claim 5)(Siitonen, see Fig. 5B). 

However referring to claim 5, Siitonen remains silent as to: 

- retrieving a server location associated with a user from a directory service, 
accessing said server location, and accessing said user's personal database 
through said server location. 
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However, Shiigi teaches analogous art that includes: 

- retrieving a server location associated with a user from a directory service, 
accessing said server location, and accessing a user's personal database 
through said server location (col. 4, lines 26-34; col. 4, lines 63-65; col. 8, 
lines 39-49). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify Siitonen to include retrieving a server location associated 
with a user from a directory service, accessing said server location, and accessing a 
user's personal database through said server location, as taught by Shiigi. 

The ordinary skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Siitonen per 
the above for the purpose of purpose of maintaining lists of registered and currently 
active users, and enabling electronic messaging that allows for the identification and 
registration of authenticated users (Shiigi, col. 8, lines 41-45). 

Referring to claims 6 and 7, the combination of Siitonen/Shiigi discloses 
prompting said user to enter a secure identification string into said communications 
device, connecting to said directory service, and determining said server location and 
username from data associated with said secure identification string accessible to said 
director service (Shiigi, col. 8, lines 39-61). 
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Referring to claim 8, the combination of Siitonen/Shiigi discloses selecting at 
least one destination address from the group consisting of e-mail addresses, facsimile 
numbers, phone numbers, and uniform resource locators (Siitonen, col. 4, lines 52-56; 
col. 6, lines 51-58; Fig. 3). 

6. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Siitonen 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Shiigi. 

Referring to claim 24, Siitonen discloses all of the above claimed subject matter 
and also discloses: 

- accessing the personal database of said user to retrieve the at least one 
destination address (Siitonen, col. 4, line 63- col. 5, line 2; col. 6, line 59 - col. 
7, line 5; Fig. 5B). 

However referring to claim 24, Siitonen remains silent as to: 

- identifying a user of said communications device; 

- connecting to a directory server for retrieving a username of said user and a 
server identification; 

- constructing a messaging application program interface profile for connecting 
to a server associated with said server identification; and 

- connecting to said server, logging in to said server as said user using said 
username. 
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However, Shiigi teaches analogous art that includes: 

- identifying a user of a communications device (Shiigi, 'user authentication', 
col. 4, lines 32-34; PDAs', col. 3, lines 49-55); 

- connecting to a directory server for retrieving a username of said user and a 
server identification (Shiigi, col. 4, lines 26-34 and 63-65); 

- constructing a messaging application program interface profile for connecting 
to a server associated with said server identification (Shiigi, 'Handwriting 
Messaging server', Fig. 1B); and 

- connecting to said server, logging in to said server as said user using said 
username (Shiigi, col. 8, lines 30-49). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the • 
invention was made to modify Siitonen to include identifying a user of a communications 
device, connecting to a directory server for retrieving a username of said user and a 
server identification, constructing a messaging application program interface profile for 
connecting to a server associated with said server identification, and connecting to said 
server, logging in to said server as said user using said username, as taught by Shiigi. 

The ordinary skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Siitonen per 
the above for the purpose of purpose of maintaining lists of registered and currently 
active users, and enabling electronic messaging that allows for the identification and 
registration of authenticated users (Shiigi, col. 8, lines 41-45). 
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7. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Siitonen, 
in view of Shiigi, as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Patent Number 
6,609,121 issued to Ambrosini et al (hereafter Ambrosini). 

Referring to claim 9, the combination of Siitonen/Shiigi discloses all of the above 
claimed subject matter but fails to disclose a lightweight directory access protocol 
interface. 

However, Ambrosini teaches analogous art that includes a lightweight directory 
access protocol interface (Abstract; Fig. 1-2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify the combination of Siitonen/Shiigi to include a lightweight 
directory access protocol interface, as taught by Ambrosini. 

The ordinary skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify the 
combination of Siitonen/Shiigi per the above for the purpose of using an industry 
standard directory services protocol, which can provide a consistent and controlled 
system for accessing data (Ambrosini, col. 2, lines 16-20). 

8. Claims 19, 20, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Siitonen, as applied to claim 18 above, and further in view of Shiigi. 

Referring to claims 19 and 22, Siitonen discloses all of the above claimed subject 
matter but remains silent as to: 

- a server that stores said personal database (claim 19); 
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- means for connecting to an Internet connection for facilitating 
communications between said communications device and said server (claim 
22). 

However, referring to claims 19 and 22, Shiigi teaches analogous art that 
includes: 

- a server that stores a personal database (claim 19) ('server computer', col. 4, 
lines 26-42; Fig. 1B, element 220); 

- means for connecting to an Internet connection for facilitating 
communications between a communications device and said server (claim 
22) (see Fig.lA). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify Siitonen to include a server that stores a personal 
database and means for connecting to an Internet connection for facilitating 
communications between a communications device and said server, as taught by Shiigi. 

The ordinary skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Siitonen per 
the above for the purpose of receiving and storing graphical email messages (Shiigi, 
col. 4, lines 36-38) through communications with multiple client computers in a multi- 
user network (or Internet) (Shiigi, col. 3, lines 35-39; col. 4, lines 26-29). 
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Referring to claim 20, the combination of Siitonen/Shiigi discloses storing said 
personal database on a server in communication with said communications device 
(Shiigi, server computer containing database is in communication with client computer, 
Fig. 1A;col. 3, lines 33-58). 

9. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Siitonen, 
as applied to claim 18 above, and further in view of Ambrosini. 

Referring to claim 21, Siitonen discloses all of the above claimed subject matter 
but fails to disclose a lightweight directory access protocol interface. 

However, Ambrosini teaches analogous art that includes a lightweight directory 
access protocol interface (Abstract; Fig. 1-2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify Siitonen to include a lightweight directory access protocol 
interface, as taught by Ambrosini. 

The ordinary skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Siitonen per 
the above for the purpose of using an industry standard directory services protocol, 
which can provide a consistent and controlled system for accessing data (Ambrosini, 
col. 2, lines 16-20). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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The following patents or publications are cited with respect to routing of text to an 
electronic mail inbox: 

- US Patent Number 5,732,126 issued to Fitzpatrick et al. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl M Fernandes who can be reached on (571 ) 272- 
4018. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571 ) 272-4023. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

December 23, 2004 A . 



CMF 




UYENLE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



